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This article argues that pension developments and reforms have been largely influenced by different
national business structure and business influences. While labour power has been particularly weak
compared to western countries, the interaction between business and state/political sphere offers the key
explanation. Before the 1990s, the development of occupational retirement benefits and the preference for
funded social insurance pensions in Japan and Korea, different from Taiwan, are well explained by the
export-oriented and conglomerate-oriented business structures. Since around 1990, surging business
influence has been found in the consecutive retrenchment pension reforms and reforms of corporate pension
schemes in Japan. Also, different business structures and power provide the explanation for the different
trajectories between Korean and Taiwanese pension development in recent years regardless of their similar
political institutions and experiences. Finally, this paper suggests that further research on East Asian
welfare regimes should pay more attention to business influences.
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This paper is concerned with how Japanese management methods have been used and interpreted in
Taiwan and what working experiences and corporate/state welfare have been changed within the context of
global economic competition, undertaking case studies in the white goods industry, for instance refrigerators.
This research will also analyze how corporate welfare has been used to stabilize and destabilize the
labor-management relations. Also, state welfare fails to respond the needs of lower fertility, aged society,
migration and flexibility in the workplace as a whole. Findings from the case study shows the state still plays
a critical role and should be more proactive and attentive on the increasing wage/welfare difference and
decreasing employment security at different kinds of companies in the global competition. This paper
suggests that the working experiences have been deteriorated regardless of workers and managers shown
from the case study, therefore, the state should not withdraw its role but protect basic working rights though
the state often fails to do so.
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A concern about the development of social policy study in Taiwan has been widely discussed and
debated, especially along with the significant growth of postgraduate programs in the 1990s. This induces
our interesting in the development of social policy study in Taiwan with a special reference to postgraduate
degree theses during 1990-2005.

The method we adopt is secondary data analysis, based on the database of ‘Dissertation and Thesis
Abstract System’, which contains 1374 degree theses from all of the fourteen social work and social policy
institutes over Taiwan. The former has been long developing, under the influence of American academics, for
professional social worker training, while the latter is, emerging and accompanying with the remarkable
development of state welfare statutes in the 1990s, focusing on social welfare policy in general. Both types of
institutes are fundamental to social policy study in Taiwan.
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